
 

  

October 1, 2016  
  

First Things  

  

A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 

  

Our Vision: “We are a church partnering with God 
by intentionally building the Kingdom of God, 
through abiding in Christ, discerning God’s will 
and discipling others in the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Lead Pastor 

  

We live in a time when church budgets and 
membership are shrinking. The temptation 
during times like this is to turn to the newest 
craze to draw in members and money. Yet, 
when we look at the theories of Murry Bowen 
and Family Systems, which many of you were 
introduced to at the Healthy Congregations 
workshop, we learn that a system which is well 
defined tends to be less impacted by the 
anxieties it faces. Simply put, it isn’t the newest 
craze which will provide us with the way 
forward, but a well-defined identity which will 
reveal our next steps. 
  

My commitment to you at the annual meeting in 
February was that this was to be the focus of 
this year, discerning who we are as a church. 
Today, I am happy to announce that we, as a 

 
  

Rev. Lara Heise joined 
our pastoral staff, in 
December 2012, as the 
Pastor of Preaching and 
Teaching; in June 2015, 
Lara transitioned into the 
role of Lead Pastor. Lara 
has a passion for 
preaching and teaching 
God’s word and for 
walking with people as 
they discover who God 
has created them be. 
Lara is active in the Anti-
Human Trafficking Task 
Force, Mid-Michigan 
Health Advisory Council, 
and Faithwalking. She 
and her husband, David 
Heise, have two children: 
Lola and Devin. 

  
  

   
  



body, have reaffirmed our values and principles 
which this community worked so hard on twelve 
years ago; and by affirming those values and 
principles, FBC has in fact discerned our identity 
as a church! First Baptist is a church that values 
each person’s relationship with God and 
believes that each of us is a minister; both of 
these are based on Scripture and our own 
sense that Scripture is God’s truth. We value the 
church as being separate from the state and 
separate from other bodies. We practice 
believer’s baptism and the Lord’s Supper as the 
two ordinances commanded by Jesus Himself. 
We place a high value on stewardship and 
education, on missions and prayer, on worship 
and music, and on Christ-centered caring and 
inclusion. This is who God designed our church 
to be! Our job now is to live into that design to 
the best of our ability, which is the task set 
before us for the rest of 2016 and 2017. 
  

This focus on living out our identity may lead to 
some important discussions and decisions, for 
example: since we define ourselves as 
inclusive, we need to have a discussion around 
how the church and pastor will respond to 
same-gender marriage. It is exciting to think 
how this focus on living out our identity could 
lead to new events or ministries within our 
church! But, that could also mean that we can 
expect that some events and ministries may 
need to come to an end as well. The question 
central to each of these decisions and 
discussions is how is this action moving us 
forward toward living out our identity as a 
church. 
  

My request to those in leadership, on Team 
Network and within the various teams, is honor 
the work that we have done by making a 
commitment to make this focus “living out who 

Prayer Partners 

  

For the health needs of 
many of our church 
family: Thayer Bradish, 
Sharon Cooper-Bussell, 
Pastor Lara and the 
Heise Family, Dale 
Green, Chuck McCourt, 
Amy Meilink, Ruthie 
O'Dell, Elaine Parsons, 
Jeff and Joyce Phillips, 
Anne Poindexter, 
Andrea Ross, Dick 
Seamster, Jan 
Sutherland and Family, 
Marcia Williams and 
Denny & Judy Zeiss. 
  

And the needs of loved 
ones: Acacia (Walter's 
granddaughter), Carter 
(Mary Lou Sperry's 
nephew), Isaac Ciluffo 
(Puckett's grandbaby), 
Shirley Gagnon (Kathy 
Burch's Sister-in-law), 
Mark Parsons, Mary Ann 
(Kathy Williams' sister-
in-law), Rebecca (Elaine 
Parsons' friend), Marcee 
Simpson (Nate & Joyce 
Poland's daughter), 
Marcus Terwillegar, & 
Wayne (John Williams' 
friend) 
  

If you know of other folks 
in our church who need 
special prayer, please 
contact the church office 
by phone: 835-6731 or 
by email: 
office@midlandfbc.com. 
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we say we are” central to the conversation 
within each team. I challenge you to look over 
and over at these values and principles and ask 
how you, as a team, can take steps to have 
these principles guide your energies and focus. 
For those not currently sitting on a team or 
ministry, I invite you to join us in praying and 
considering how we as a body can live out our 
identity in a fuller sense. I invite you to ask 
questions of the leadership and teams, to help 
hold us accountable to our commitment to make 
our church’s values and principles central to our 
actions and decisions this year. In return, I 
challenge you to be engaged in the 
communications coming from the teams about 
how they are discerning living out these 
principles. It is important that everyone be 
involved in this process. 
  

I believe that we are right where God wants us 
to be. It is because of that belief that I believe 
that God is going to do something among us as 
a body this year. I believe that we are going to 
see lives changed and a renewal within this 
body. What that means for us as a church, I 
don’t claim to know. What I do know is that for 
that to happen we have to lean into our value of 
prayer. Hold to our belief that God speaks to 
and through everyone. And put all our efforts 
into living out our vision to partner with God to 
build the kingdom.  
  

~Rev. Lara Heise 
  
 

 

 

SERVING 

COFFEE 
Volunteers are 
needed to help 
make/serve coffee 
for after Sunday 
Service once a 
month.  
  

Please contact 
Thayer Bradish if 
you are willing to 
help in this ministry. 
 
BIRTHDAY CARDS 

The Children's Ministry 
Team is looking for a 
volunteer who would 
be willing to send 
birthday cards to our 
young children. A list 
of children, their 
birthdates, birthday 
cards, stamps, mailing 
labels, etc., are all 
provided by FBC. 
(About 20 cards per 
year.) 

If you would be willing 
to write a kind birthday 
greeting and mail 
cards out around the 
time of their birthdays, 
it would be 
appreciated. 

Please contact the 
office if interested.  

 

  



 
  

Special Business Meetings Scheduled 

October 2 & October 23 

Following the morning service, there will be a Special Business Meeting on 
October 2, to vote on the Roof Repair proposal, and on October 23, there 
will be a vote on the proposed Chancel Changes. 

 

  

CONSECRATION SUNDAY - OCTOBER 16 

  

Please be thoughtful and in prayer regarding your pledge for 2017, and 
return your pledge card by October 16. 

As in previous years, we are having a pig roast on Consecration Sunday, 
following Sunday School at noon. The meat being provided is a gift. We 
ask those attending to bring a dish to pass (A-Q vegetable or salad, R-Z 
dessert or whatever the spirit inspires you to bring).  Come and enjoy! 

 

SAME GENDER MARRIAGE CONVERATION 

The planning committee for the same gender marriage conversation 
held their first meeting. Meeting minutes are available on the glass 
table if you are interested in getting a copy. If you want the minutes 
sent to you by email, please contact Allen Ross.  

 
  

FBC Church Services and Functions may be Videotaped for Shut-in distribution and broadcast on MCTV.  
If you are interested in viewing our services, they will be broadcast on Charter Cable MCTV digital box  

Channel 191 on Wednesdays at 5:30PM and on Thursdays at 2:00PM. 
Church services in video format may also be viewed at  http://www.awincom.com/church-movies/ 
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AMISH DINNER with the HITCHCOCKS! 

The Hitchcock Life Group would like to invite you to join us for an Amish 
Dinner!! 

Countryside Dinners in Clare Michigan, will be hosting us for a Family style 
meal on Friday, October 28 at 6 pm! The cost for your meal is $15, tip is 
additional. 

Cash payment will be collected after dinner! We will meet at the Hitchcock 
Home, 5:15 and carpool up to Clare.   

Please contact Jenn Hitchcock at jjhitchcock@sbcglobal.net or 832-3822. 

Deadline is Monday, October 17, 2016. 
  
  

FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD! 

Beginning on October 30, take advantage of the 5th Sunday of the 
month by having lunch with your FBC family members and friends. 

Please invite some of your FBC family to lunch, either to your home or 
your favorite restaurant (you're not obligated to pay) for yummy food 
and good fellowship! 

Looking ahead to 2017, 5th Sundays will fall in      

January, April, July and October! 

~Congregational Care 

  

  

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

Property Management has received 4 bids for re-coating the leaking North 
Wing roof. The roof was damaged by falling tree branches over a number 
of years. (These trees have been removed.) We have identified one bid as 
our best course of action. The cost of the repair is $21,000.00, with a 15 
year warranty. (5 years longer than our existing roof had.) 

We would like to have these funds take from the Thorsberg Memorial funds 
that were assigned to Property Management. 

If you have questions, please contact Dave Hitchcock. 
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CHANCEL CHANGES 

In August, the congregation voted to remove the pews on the left, pulpit 
side of   the chancel to provide a more satisfactory space for the Praise 
Team to lead congregational singing. As we continue, the next step takes 
us across the chancel to the right, lectern side to provide a permanent 
place for the hand bell ensembles. Presently three age groups ring chimes 
and hand bells- Take Note! Children, Youth and the adult Chancel Bells. 
Removing the pews will allow us to permanently place the very heavy bell 
tables on the risers. The bell ensembles will be able to rehearse and 
participate in worship in the same place. We will also find a more stable 
solution for the projector, as presently it sits on the top of the pews. On 
October 2nd Property Management will move out the risers and place the 
bell tables. The Take Note!/Youth hand bells will ring in this new location on 
October 16, followed on October 23 by the Chancel Bells. After worship on 
October 23 the congregation will have the opportunity to discuss and vote 
on the new configuration. 

~Jan Sutherland, Music Minister, on behalf of Property Management 
  

  

THANK YOU 

Dear First Baptist Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

We’re very thankful for your partnership through financial giving to Midland 
Young Life. The Lord moved in students’ lives during summer camp and 
those kids are eager to grow in Christ. We have a new Area Director, Lisa, 
who is a blessing in many fresh and exciting ways with her 12+ years of YL 
experience in Minnesota, Montana, and Idaho. PLEASE PRAY for her and 
the ministry as they kick-start YL in the schools this fall. 

~Glory to God, Carol Hoag, on behalf of Young Life 
 
 
 
 



 

  
  



MUSIC NOTES from the MUSIC MINISTER 

  

As we enjoy the cooling of the weather and consider our fall schedules, we 
remember and reflect on the many opportunities to praise God through music 
and give thanks for the many people who offer to God their time and talents by 
their music participation and leadership in worship. 

GREAT THANKS AND JOY  This fall, we have begun a one year pilot program, 
Choral Assistant. Beginning in September, Troy Bergman has committed to use 
the gift of his voice weekly to lead the tenor section of our Chancel Choir in 
rehearsal and worship, provide solo music in worship, sing with the praise band 
and lead hymns from the pulpit. In turn, our congregation will provide him with 
encouragement of his gift through prayer, words of support and an honorarium. 
Dave Pellegrom and Kathy Williams have provided the seed money for this 
music ministry, and it is my hope that the congregation will consider thoughtfully 
the opportunity to continue this ministry in 2017. Thank you, Kathy and Dave, for 
your generous gift allowing us to create the Patsy Pellegrom/Larry Williams 
Choral Assistant chair. 

MOVING PEWS  The congregation voted in August to make permanent the 
removal of the pulpit side pews to make room for the Praise Team. We are still 
tweaking the space. In October, we will proceed with the removal of the Lecturn 
side pews to make room for a permanent space for the bell choirs. The 
congregation will have the opportunity to vote on this change October 23. 

MORE THANKS  As always, I send a big thank you our organist John Lastovica, 
Chancel Choir and our Praise and Worship Team as they lead music each 
Sunday. 

CALENDAR  Take Note! and Youth Choir began their after school fall season 
Monday, September 12. At last count, we have twenty K-12 students 
participating. More than half either do not have a church or attend church 
elsewhere. This is truly mission work. I am already planning for our Christmas 
musical, The Backward Christmas Pageant, December 11, and our spring 
musical, O, Jonah, May 14, so put these dates on the calendar. 

MUSIC REHEARSALS  Worship Band continues to rehearse Sunday 
mornings at 8:40am. Chancel Choir meets Sunday mornings at 9:00 am to 
warmup and rehearsal continues Thursday, 7:15-8:30. Chancel Bells rehearsal 
continues Sunday, 6-7:15. 

MAKING CONTACT  As always, if you ever have any questions or concerns 
regarding our music in worship, please contact me via email, jant@tm.net, or by 
phone here at the church. I am in the office most weekdays between 10 and 2. 
You may also reach me at home 835-1962. 
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FINAL NOTE  A car accident on Sunday, September 25, after worship, at the 
Sugnet and Washington intersection left me bruised and sore, but thankful. First 
Responders, neighbors and church family getting out of Sunday School were on 
the scene to help me. Pastor Lara took care of me at the hospital, talking with 
hospital staff and texting my other work commitments to fix my schedule. Our 
evening Chancel Bell rehearsal was cancelled and for the first time in 37 years I 
missed playing a performance. I laid low at home on Monday but had no worries 
as our staff and volunteers made Take Note! happen. Thank you for your 
thoughts and prayers for good health. God is good.  

~Soli Deo Gloria, Jan Sutherland 

 

MISSIONS UPDATE 

On behalf of the Missions team I would like to thank everyone for the 
donations of craft supplies that were brought in for the share program! The 
supplies were greatly appreciated.  

With October comes the World Missions Offering.  This offering runs 
through the month of October and we will be kicking off on the first Sunday 
in October. So be on the lookout for more information about this offering 
and throughout the whole month!  
  

~ Lacey Schultz, Missions Chair ~ 
  
 

 
  

We'd like to send Warm Birthday Wishes 

to all who have birthdays in October! 

November's Newsletter deadline is October 20th at Noon. 

 
  



 
  

  

A Christ Centered Caring Church, is the core value Congregational Care 
seeks to support. "Our faith in Jesus Christ is at the heart of our identity. 
Christ calls us to care for each other. This leads to our strong relational 
identity." 
  

Therefore CC, through intentional contacts, celebrations, communications 
and offering of care for physical and spiritual lives for these at First Baptist 
is our ministry. 
  

Our membership includes: Jenn Hitchcock, Sharon Houghton-Ross, 
Marcia Williams, Judy Ziess, Preston and Karolee Streeter, Vicki Walter 
and the support of Barb Neil and Pastor Lara Heise. But we still need 
support from you. 
  

If one of us asks you to stand at the Welcome Center on a Sunday 
morning please say, "YES". You may be able to help a visitor get to know 
our church even better by handing them a folder of FBC events. 
  

If one of us asks you to join us on a visit to someone who is unable to 
come to church you may be able to continue the relational identity we hold 
dear.   
  

We celebrate significant birthdays and anniversaries with punch and 
goodies in the Narthex. If one of us ask you to bake or help serve, please 
say "YES", so we can continue important contacts. 
  

Perhaps you have ideas for events held at FBC, please pass those ideas 
on to a ministry member.  
  

Keep your eyes and heart open on Sunday. Always look for someone to 
connect with so our relational identity will remain strong. 
  

~Vicki Walter, Chair of Congregational Care    
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Date: October 1, 2016 
  

Sunday Schedule  

      9:30AM Worship Service  
     11:00AM Sunday School 
Communion served 1st Sunday of the Month 
In the spirit of our compassionate Christ, we are a family of 
growing believers serving all of God’s people in an ever-
changing world! 
 

If you do not wish to receive this mailing, please contact us to remove 
your name:  989-835-6731 or Email: office@midlandfbc.com 

Website:  http://www.midlandfbc.com 
Lara Heise: Lead Pastor (Cell: 815-690-8476) / Rich Williams: Discipleship Pastor (Cell: 989-859-3332) 
Jan Sutherland: Music Minister / Livingston Garland: Praise Team Leader 
 

FBC Church Services and Functions may be Videotaped for Shut-in distribution and broadcast on MCTV. If you are interested in viewing our services, 
they will be broadcast on Charter Cable MCTV digital box Channel 191 at 2:00 PM Thursdays,  and on digital box Channel 191, at 7:30 PM, 
Wednesday evening. Church services in video format may also be viewed at  http://www.awincom.com/church-movies/    
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