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First Things  

  

A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 

  

Our Vision:  “We are a church partnering with God by 
intentionally building the Kingdom of God, through abiding in 
Christ, discerning God’s will and discipling others in the power 
of the Holy Spirit.” 

Prayer Partners 

Prayers for those that Grieve: The families of Tom 
Moeser, Eleanor Stenger, and Gail Struble (Ben Struble's 
mom). 

For the health needs of many of our church family: 
Thayer Bradish, Wayne Crosby, Denny Franklin, Jim Funk 
(Sue McCallum Funk's husband), Dale Green, Pastor Lara 
and the Heise Family, Jenny Kendrick, Betty King, Emma 
Mantel, Ruthie O'Dell, Elaine Parsons, Dave Pellegrom, 
Joyce Phillips, Anne Poindexter, Alex Sutherland and 
Family, Ned Sweebe, Marilyn Walker, and Bob 
Winchester. 
And the needs of loved ones: Acacia (Walter's 
granddaughter), Patrick Caldwell, Carter (Mary Lou 
Sperry's nephew), Kim Francisco, Pat Hintz, Jim Richard 
(Nicole's dad), Marcus Terwillegar, Wayne (John Williams' 
friend), and Molly Young (friend of Jilian Struble). 

If you know of other folks in our church who need special 
prayer, please contact the church office by phone: 835-
6731 or by email: office@midlandfbc.com. 

 

 

 
  

Rev. Lara Heise joined our 
pastoral staff, in December 
2012, as the Pastor of 
Preaching and Teaching; in 
June 2015, Lara 
transitioned into the role of 
Lead Pastor. Lara has a 
passion for preaching and 
teaching God’s word and 
for walking with people as 
they discover who God has 
created them be. Lara is 
active in the Anti-Human 
Trafficking Task Force, Mid-
Michigan Health Advisory 
Council, and Faithwalking. 
She and her husband, 
David Heise, have two 
children: Lola and Devin. 
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LEAD PASTOR 

About this time five years ago, I sat down with three Area / Executive Ministers 
from three different American Baptist regions around the United States to discuss 
ministry opportunities in each of the regions. In those meetings I asked the 
ministers about any Associate Pastor roles that they had in their region because 
while I had attended seminary and had done ministry for over five years, the 
positions I had been in were in support roles and I did not feel ready to take on 
the responsibility of being a Senior Pastor in a church. In two of the three cases, I 
was told that a position where I would be mentored did not exist; and as such, I 
should consider taking on a Senior Pastor role and get back to them later. But 
then, I met with Rev. Dr. Mike Williams, the executive minister of the American 
Baptist Churches of Michigan, who basically said “You are kidding! I have a 
church looking to do the same thing.” 

God moved in my life and at First Baptist to have the same vision of entering into 
a mentoring relationship those many years ago in order to both become who God 
was calling us to be. What makes me sad is that, unheard of as this model is, it is 
not a new one! To start, we see it in the Gospels. The relationship Jesus had with 
his disciples was a mentoring relationship. He lived beside them and taught them 
as they did life together. This model is seen in Acts, Paul was mentored into 
ministry by a little talked about man named Barnabas. Barnabas was the first 
member of the church in Jerusalem to believe in Paul’s conversion and took him 
under his wing. Then in the Epistles, Paul went on to do the same thing with a 
young man named Timothy. See, mentoring is a very Biblical model! 

This has led me to wonder, why don’t more of us have that kind of relationship? I 
know for me, the relationship that I had with David Brown, my mentor, was life 
changing. I would not be the woman I am today without what God did in my life 
through him. I have thought, “Perhaps it is a generational thing,” since in my 
study of the millennial generation I have learned that my desire to be in 
relationships with those older than me is typical. But, is it truly just one generation 
who is craving a deeper relationship with another person? I can’t help but believe 
that there are there others in the church who could benefit and enjoy being in a 
relationship with someone older or younger. 

So, for the 2017-2018 programming year, we are going to try something new. We 
are going to look to connect individuals of different generations together with the 
simple task of meeting at least once a month for nine months. The goal of these 
connections would be to get to know one another and learn from one another, 
naturally. 

 



I am calling this “The Paul/Timothy Program (PT Program),” based off of the 
relationship between Paul and Timothy, and if you are interested, here is how 
things are going to happen…In July, we are going to send out a form asking for 
three people older and three people younger than you who you would love to get 
to know better and spend time with. Then, in August we will compile that data 
and put people into pairs. For some people, you may be connected with two 
people: one older, who you can learn from, and one younger, who you can “pour 
into.” Then in September we will invite everyone to start making the connections 
with their partners. And we are off! 

I hope you will consider joining us in this “experiment.” I believe that the 
Paul/Timothy Program has the potential to change lives by helping us grow in our 
faith and feel more connected to others in our church. I wonder how God could 
use it to work in your life? 

~Rev. Lara Heise 
  

ATTENTION PLEASE 

It was discovered recently that the forks ran away with the spoons. If anyone 
knows their location or they are spotted, please apprehend and return to the 
kitchen.  

~ the Funeral Committee 
  

  

THANK YOU 

  

Dear Rev. Lara and Members of FBC: 
Thank you so much for the beautiful card. It was very heartfelt and appreciated. And 
thank you for the gift card that provided us with food. 
~ Love from Nicole Richard and “Thank You” from James & Denise Richard. 

Dear First Baptist Church Members:  
Thank you so much for the wonderful birthday cake! And punch! And all the wonderful 
cards! I had such a lovely visit with you on all on Sunday! Thank you again! Love in 
Christ. 
~Elva Blymyer 

Dear Friends at First Baptist:   
Thank you for your continued partnership in the ministry of Bible translation! I am 
recently back from Guatemala and at some point this year am due in Columbia. 
PLEASE pray for scheduling. Helga is directing our VBS this week, then Danny and Liz 
come for their week of vacation.  ~Love in Christ, Chaz & Helga Mortensen. 

  
 



  MUSIC NOTES FROM OUR MINISTER OF MUSIC 

  
  

SUMMER WORSHIP AND HYMN SING 

Hymns are poetry set to music. Many of these poems have a certain tune 
associated with the words and are set to the poetic meter of the text. One poem- 
Hymn 353 in our hymnal- is set to music composed by Conrad Kocher in 1838. I 
have sung other tunes and settings of “For the Beauty of the Earth”, but none 
seem to reflect the joy of the words as well as Kocher’s tune and setting. As with 
many hymns, the music was created before the words. This music fit the 
7.7.7.7.7.7 meter of the text, that is, 7 syllables in each phrase 6 times. When 
Folliott Pierpoint penned the text, it was the spring of 1863, and he was admiring 
the country view and the winding Avon river in the distance from a hilltop outside 
of his native city Bath, England. He originally titled it “Sacrifice of Praise” with a 
reference to Hebrews 13:15. It is a song that helps us vocalize our gratitude to 
God for the beauty of creation around us, for our ability to enjoy through our ears 
and eyes, for family, friends, and the Church, and for God’s greatest gift of all- 
Jesus Christ. As we enjoy the dog days of summer, in the midst of floods, of 
heat, of loss and of calamity, read through this hymn as a gentle reminder of 
God’s gifts. As the constant final line of each stanza proclaims: 

“Lord of all to thee we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise.” 

With hymns in mind, I invited you to come early each Sunday in July to our 
casual worship in the chapel. Not only do Pastor Lara and I invite you to come as 
you are, but to come early, at 9:15, for a hymn sing. There are over 800 hymns in 
our hymnal. We don’t always get to sing what each person wants to sing. Come 
at 9:15 and I will take requests and play your favorite hymns. 

 

CALENDAR Changes and Looking ahead to Fall  

Take Note! Elementary and Middle School Choir and Bell Ensemble  - Take 
Note! will begin Monday Sept 11. All kids ages K-8 are invited to take part in 
choir, handbells, devotions, games and snacks. All High School students are 
invited to join in the fun and music making as mentors to the children and as 
volunteer assistants. Please stay tuned for updates and more opportunities for 
High School youth to participate in making music at First Baptist. Adult Chancel 
Choir and Chancel Bells will begin their fall schedule the week of September 5 
after Labor Day weekend. 

 



WANTED and NEEDED - Able bodied individuals of school age to 99 who would 
like to assist in worship by running ProPresentor and Powerpoint. No experience 
needed. You will be able to sit with your family. You will learn how to run the 
slides and trouble shoot the gremlins that pop up during worship. A training 
session will be given in late July to anticipate the use of our new laptop and tablet 
in August. 

MAKING CONTACT Please contact me via email: jant@tm.net, or by office 
phone. My summer office hours are Saturday through Tuesday morning. I will not 
be in the office Tuesday afternoon through Friday to accommodate my family’s 
needs by being home with my teenage children on summer vacation and by 
coordinating care for my son Alex. You may also reach me at home 835-1962. 

Soli Deo Gloria, Jan Sutherland 

  
  

 
  

We'd like to send Warm Birthday Wishes 

to all who have birthdays in July! 

 

 

August's Newsletter deadline is July 24 at Noon. 

FBC Church Services and Functions may be Videotaped for Shut-in distribution and broadcast on MCTV.  
If you are interested in viewing our services, they will be broadcast on Charter Cable MCTV digital box  

Channel 191 on Wednesdays at 5:30PM and on Thursdays at 2:00PM. 
Church services in video format may also be viewed at  http://www.awincom.com/church-movies/ 

  
 
 

EVERYONE FROM FBC SHOULD "REPLY" TO THIS NEWS LETTER. 
  

1. List your name. 
  

2. Give THREE names of people YOUNGER than you, at FBC, that you 
would like to get to know better. 
  

3. List THREE names of people OLDER than you, at FBC, that you would 
like to get to know better. 

mailto:jant@tm.net
http://www.awincom.com/church-movies/


 
  

 
  
  

CLICK HERE to Connect to Church Calendar  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=47546088&msgid=450236&act=UA4T&c=1153685&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midlandfbc.com%2Fcontentpages%2F40766%2Fed49300c-a733-4b2c-b485-32d23606a8e5%2FCalendar.aspx


  

 

 
  
  

KAIROS Moments: 

Have you had a week, a month or an hour where you learned more in that amount 
of time than you had ever before?   

It happened recently to me and I continue to be humbled by the opportunity given to 
me... 

It started with a simple task that needed to be done. And I am a task master. Then a 
series of other events followed. Eventually these seemingly random events tied all 
together to teach me so much more than I could ever imagine. 

Listening was what God required of me, but I didn’t know it before I arrived for the 
first visit. So I sat down and listened and then I went on my way, not knowing what 
to do with all I had heard. Then I did the next task knowing that I was to listen again. 
But earlier I learned something, so I used a bit of that as well.  

I still needed to process all I had learned from the first two visits, so I starting talking 
to God about this profound knowledge that had been given to me. Then, the phone 
rang and a very wise person shared with me their own thoughts and amazingly they 
were similar to my own. 

Pastor Lara had asked us to write down events where we absolutely knew that God 
showed up! KIROS MOMENTS. 

And that is what I am trying to relay to you. God showed up in a place where I was 
not comfortable and placed very wise people in that place. I listened, I found like-
minded and like-hearted people there and I learned. 

As Chairman of Congregational Care I have seen others visit in the hospital, send 
cards and visit in homes and throw lovely receptions. It is a very small number of 
people on the team and we need others. In order to heal, repair and restore us as a 
church body we need you! 

“Because when you stop caring for the widows, the orphans, and the refugees 
among you, it always leads to the diminishing of your empire.” 

I invite you to call me, Vicki Walter at 631-5403, or call the office and ask about 
those you could visit. Or perhaps you will even figure out whom to visit by listening 
to God. I pray you will have your own KAIROS MOMENTS.  
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