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Our Vision:  “We are a church partnering with 
God by intentionally building the Kingdom of 
God, through abiding in Christ, discerning God’s 
will and discipling others in the power of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

Prayer Partners 

 

Prayers for those that Grieve: The families of 
Ted Sweebe, Ethel Jean Carroll, and Denny 
Zeiss...as well as Rev. Grace Akunor and her 
family for the loss of her husband. 
 

For the health needs of many of our church 
family:  Wayne Crosby, Shawna Kobel Elmore, 
Barb Franklin, Dale Green, Pastor Lara and the 
Heise Family, Betty King, Emma Mantel, Tom 
Moeser, Ruthie O'Dell, Elaine Parsons, Dave 
Pellegrom, Joyce Phillips, Anne Poindexter, 
Andrea Ross, Eleanor Stenger, Jan Sutherland 
and Family, Ned Sweebe, Marilyn Walker, John 
Williams, and Bob Winchester. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
  

Rev. Lara Heise joined our 
pastoral staff, in December 
2012, as the Pastor of 
Preaching and Teaching; in 
June 2015, Lara 
transitioned into the role of 
Lead Pastor. Lara has a 
passion for preaching and 
teaching God’s word and 
for walking with people as 
they discover who God has 
created them be. Lara is 
active in the Anti-Human 
Trafficking Task Force, 
Mid-Michigan Health 
Advisory Council, and 
Faithwalking. She and her 
husband, David Heise, 
have two children: Lola and 
Devin. 

  
 

 

 



And the needs of loved ones: Acacia (Walter's granddaughter), Joann Baker 
(Kim Bruce's mom), Carter (Mary Lou Sperry's nephew), Jared Engleman (Mary 
Lou Sperry's nephew), Don Houghton (Mary Lou Sperry's nephew), Jimmy 
(Rena's brother), Evie Knouse (Kathy Burch's sister), Keith Overly, Terry 
(McCourt friend), Tim Richard & Family (McCourt friends), Marcus Terwillegar, &  
Wayne (John Williams' friend), and Molly Young (friend of Jilian Struble). 
 
Praises: Jenny and Ashley Seamster's healthy baby girl, Emersyn Blake, was 
born March 31. Paula & Gordon Wilderom are Grandparents for the second 
time! Gordon's daughter had a baby girl in October. Paula's daughter gave birth 
to a healthy boy in Illinois. Paula and Gordon live in South Carolina.  They hope 
to be able to travel soon to see this new boy.  Paula writes: "We are so filled with 
joy! Benjamin James arrived today (3/9/2017) at 12:24 am on Thursday, March 
9, 8 lbs. 2 oz., 21" long. Everyone is doing well."   
If you know of other folks in our church who need special prayer, please contact 
the church office by phone: 835-6731 or by email: office@midlandfbc.com. 

Lead Pastor 

When I look back on the last three years of my life, it is amazing to 
see how God orchestrated my world to bring Bowen Family 
Systems theory and Faithwalking into my life. In the fall of 2013, I 
was invited to have breakfast with two pastors in Midland, Wally 
Mayton and Michael DeRuyter. When I arrived, I discovered that we 
were being joined by Jim Herrington, author and co-founder of the 
Faithwalking movement. 

I quickly became intrigued by Jim, as he is the most authentic 
person I had ever met. After learning all he could about Wally and I, 
Jim shared his vision for the Church. He spoke of “the Bride of 
Christ” becoming what God had intended it to be, an entity of 
transformation in the world. Yet, he acknowledged our brokenness 
in helping it achieve that goal. He then invited us to take part in a 
process (Faithwalking) which was designed to help us break 
through the places in our lives where we were being “stopped” from 
becoming those agents of transformation. The intention of the 
experience, Jim explained, was for us to become more open and 
available to God so that,  in turn, we would be agents of change for 
other people and institutions (inside the church and out)to become 
what they were created to be. 

A year later, I attended my first Faithwalking retreat and 
experienced some of the transformation that Jim had spoken of 
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when we first met. I learned of my own brokenness around trying to 
earn God’s love, which had kept me from fully embracing the 
relationship that God was offering me. Though I felt amazing 
freedom and began to notice a change taking place within me, I 
also found myself looking for a bit more help. In sharing that feeling 
with another pastor in town, I was invited to look into getting training 
in Family Systems theory at the Mennonite Center in Lombard, 
Illinois. 

So, in 2015, I not only continued my Faithwalking journey with 
training to become a leader, but I also began the basic Clergy Clinic 
at the Mennonite Center. To my surprise, I soon learned that at the 
heart of the Faithwalking curriculum were the very things I was 
learning in Chicago! It seemed that I had stumbled upon something 
that God really wanted me to learn! 

So, what was it that God wanted to show me? Simply put, I have 
learned life isn’t always as easy as looking at “cause and effect.” It 
is easy to look at things like families, churches, and communities 
and complain. To look for the one person or one reason why things 
are the way they are. But, what I have learned through Faithwalking 
and Bowen is that often there is a whole system at work, and more 
often than not it is a system that I am a part of. Meaning, I am part 
of what is keeping things the way they are! 

It is upon that foundation that I have had of one of my biggest “ah-
ha” moments in the past few years:  If I want to join God in what 
He is doing in the world, I have to be willing to look at myself 
and why I am doing what I am doing. In the work I have done in 
Bowen and Faithwalking, I have learned that most of us learned 
from experiences either inside or outside of our family of origin how 
to behave or “show up” in life in order to keep ourselves feeling safe 
and loveable. The problem is that for many of us, we don’t have any 
control over it anymore. We can’t choose to act any other way. 
Unpacking these automatic responses and asking God to help me 
to clear away the responses and the ways I act that no longer help 
me so that I can act new ways is at the core of both the Advanced 
Clergy Clinic and Faithwalking.  ~Rev. Lara Heise 

 



 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 

Scholarship Applications are available in the Narthex, and through 
the front office either in person or electronically. Funds awarded are 
to be used in Fall 2017, for either undergraduate or graduate 
studies. 

Please contact Shelley Page at office@midlandfbc.com or call 835-
6731. Completed applications must be submitted by April 30, 2017. 
 

Harlow Funds Request - 2017 

It is time once again, for our annual Harlow Fund Requests! Each 
year our church provides ministry grants from the Harlow Fund. The 
Mission Team receives the requests and then prayerfully makes a 
recommendation to the congregation at the May business meeting 
based on the amount of money from the funds available for that 
year. 

The criteria used to grant requests are:  “The income from the 
fund:   a) should be used in mission, service or seminary related 
projects, b) should not be given to the same effort/project for 
multiple years (rather used as seed money for projects) and c) 
should not be used for general fund purposes.” 

The Missions Team is inviting members to submit requests for 
grants from the fund for 2017.  Requests must:  1) be in writing, 2) 
include the name and address of the ministry, the sponsoring group 
or agency for the ministry and a brief description of the work of the 
ministry or organization - especially noting how the granted funds 
will be used and 3) include the name of the person(s) making the 
request. 

Requests may be given to any member of the Missions Team 
(Elaine Parsons, Janice Wallace, Beverly Babb, or Lacey Schultz) 
or you may email your request to Lacey Schultz at 
june_alien@yahoo.com. THE DEADLINE FOR HARLOW FUND 
REQUESTS IS May 1st.  The congregation will make the final 
decision concerning Harlow Fund grants during the May business 
meeting.  

~Thank you from the Missions Team. 
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Knit for Kids 

The Knit for Kids sweater ministry started with a $100 grant from the 
Kingdom Assignment group and a few people who wanted to keep little 
people warm. The program was originally started by "Guideposts" 
magazine and then moved to World Vision when it became too large for 
the magazine to administer. It provides handmade sweaters to children 
the United States and around the world. First Baptist's contributions now 
include hand knitted blankets as well as children's sweaters. To date, we 
have sent 336 sweaters to this project. Thank you to the knitters, 
crocheters, donors, yarn buyers, postage payers, etc. You, all working 
together, have made this possible. YOU have embraced needy children 
in a warm hug. 
 

 

  
  

We'd like to send Warm Birthday Wishes 

to all who have birthdays in April! 

April's Newsletter deadline is April 20 at Noon. 

 
  

  

THANK YOU 

  

F.B.C. Prayer Warriors,  Thank you very much for all the prayers, cards, 
visits and transportation to and from Ann Arbor during Denny's illness 
plus all your prayers,cards and help with the funeral dinner. God heard 
your prayers and gave Denny a year without pain and energy to carry 
out many of his wishes. All has been greatly appreciated.  
  

~The Zeiss Family 
 



YOUTH 

  

We need Youth Meals for Sundays at 5:45PM. Please sign up to 
prepare a meal for our youth at the Welcome Center. Plan to 
prepare for 10-12 people. If you'd prefer to not cook, you may 
donate funds for pizza. See Linda A-O or Chuck McCourt. 
  

 

  
  



 

Eagle Scouts, from left, are: Scott Joffre, Caleb Broodo, Daniel Haines,  
Alfred Kalantar and Charlie Light. 

  

Dear Church members, Scouts, and Adults: 

Thank you again for your continued support of B.S.A. Troop 763. 2016 marks      
89 years of our strong partnership with First Baptist Church of Midland. The 
generosity and support of the church is instrumental in achieving the growth and 
development of our scouts. We greatly appreciate the continued use of the Troop 
room and meeting area. We use these facilities weekly to develop lifelong skills 
and to prepare for fun and adventurous outings. 

We also appreciate the countless hours adults give to the development of our 
scouts. Although this is a boy lead troop, the contributions of adults is critical to the 
overall success of the organization. We recognize all the hours required to plan 
outings, complete re-registration, prepare for high adventure outings, and general 
administrative support takes time away from your day. 

This report highlights Scout accomplishments over the past year and gives you a 
preview as to what to expect in 2017. Again we thank you all for your support and 
look forward to another year in Scouting. 

Yours in Scouting, Nick Shephard, Scout Master & Paul Witt, Committee Chair 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
  

CLICK HERE to Connect to Church Calendar  
  
  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=47546088&msgid=442883&act=UA4T&c=1153685&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midlandfbc.com%2Fcontentpages%2F40766%2Fed49300c-a733-4b2c-b485-32d23606a8e5%2FCalendar.aspx


 

5th Sunday Fellowship & Food - April 30
th

 

Please invite some of your FBC family to lunch, either to your home 
or your favorite restaurant (you’re not obligated to pay) for yummy 
food and good fellowship! 
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